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Position Statement
We live in the age of intelligent systems. Computers recommend movies and restaurants, provide coupons
tailored to our personal tastes, guide us along the fastest and most traffic-free routes, filter spam from
legitimate email, alert us to cyber-attacks, recognize when a traveler’s face matches a face on a terrorist watch
list, and pervade nearly every aspect of our lives. These capabilities come to us courtesy of information fusion.
Our increasingly interconnected world requires interoperability not only at the level of syntax (process each
other’s data formats), but also at the level of semantics (interpret data in accordance with its intended
meaning). Today’s fusion systems must work with a plethora of input types: hard and soft, structured and
unstructured, human and sensor, and must cope with pervasive uncertainty. Increasingly, systems are required
to process previously unheard-of volumes of data, often in real time, and must have privacy and security
protections built in at the foundation. The challenge is to achieve the benefits of improved decision-making,
enhanced quality of life, and improved functioning of society while mitigating the risks of technology misuse.
If elected to the ISIF Board, I pledge to support ISIF’s mission by:
- Promoting a vigorous and flourishing research community in all aspects of information fusion, bridging
the gap from low to high level, spanning the spectrum from hard to soft information
- Encouraging a broad spectrum of applications covering the diverse range of areas in which information
fusion technology can enhance our lives
- Encouraging technical interchange between the Fusion community and other communities with which
we have common interest, such as artificial intelligence, machine learning, image processing,
multi-agent systems, robotics, and many others
- Sustaining and enhancing the Fusion conference as the premier forum for exchange of cutting-edge
advances in information fusion
- Enhancing the Journal of Advances in Information Fusion as a vehicle for disseminating top-tier
peer-reviewed research contributions
- Enhancing the role of ISIF in building and sustaining a worldwide community in information fusion

